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Improving the Quality of Life in Rural America!



Rural Development Mission Statement

“Enhance the ability of rural communities to develop, to grow, and to 

improve their quality of life by targeting financial and technical resources 

in areas of greatest need through activities of greatest potential.”



• Resettlement Administration: 1935-1937

• Farm Security Administration: 1936-1946

• Farmers Home Administration: 1946-1995

• RECDS: 1995-1996

• Rural Development: April 1996-present

Eighty-two Years of Rural Development

RD by the Numbers



One USDA. Seven Mission Areas. 
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RD by the Numbers

The Stronger 
Economies 

Together Program 
(SET) is delivered 
as a partnership 
between RD and 

Extension Service.

Kate O’Hara, 
Rural Development, Champaign State Office
Steven Groner, 
U of I Extension – Serving Edwards, Lawrence, 
Richland, Wabash & Wayne Counties



Rural Development Agencies

1 National Office in DC. 4 Regions. 47 State Offices. 400 Area Offices.

RD by the Numbers



43 Rural Development Programs

RD by the Numbers



Area 1
Oregon

Princeton
Ottawa

Area 2
State Office
Champaign
Effingham

Pontiac

Area 3
Marion

Mt. Vernon

Area 4
Galesburg

Jacksonville
Quincy

12 Offices
Administrative costs: 

2 cents per dollar distributed

RD by the Numbers

$445M Invested in Illinois
FY2016



Rural Utility Service (RUS)

• Electric Programs

• Distance Learning & 

Telecommunications 

Programs

• Water & Environmental 

Programs



Rural Housing Service (RHS)

• Single-Family Housing

• Multi-Family Housing

• Community Facilities / Public Safety



Rural Business & Cooperative Service (RBS)

• Business Programs

• Energy Programs

• Cooperative Programs



Cooperative Development

Co-ops are producer and user-owned businesses that are 
controlled by, and operate for the benefit of, their members.

Farmer Co-ops – market and process crops
Rural Utility Co-ops – electrical and                             
telecommunication services
Financial Co-ops – credit and financial services
Other Co-ops – Food stores, daycare, health services



Local & Regional Food Systems

Helps communities scale up local and regional food systems and 
strengthen their economies.

Offers assistance in funding and technical assistance for developing 
regional food systems



Know Your Farmer Know Your Food

Promoting the use and distribution of local foods with funds already 
available through 8 of RD’s existing business and community programs.

Funds can be used to support projects like food banks, farmers’ 
markets, community gardens and kitchens.



Know Your Farmer Know Your Food



Know Your Farmer Know Your Food

 Website: One-stop shop for financial and 
technical assistance resources from USDA 
to grow your local food enterprise 
www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer

 The Compass: How USDA resources are 
put to work in your community 
www.usda.gov/kyfcompass

 The Compass Map: See what’s funded in 
your community and learn how others are 
using USDA programs

http://www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer
http://www.usda.gov/kyfcompass


KEY POINTS

• Rural Development has programs and committed staff that can address 
a variety of community and regional challenges

• RD Programs can be used to lift rural communities out of poverty when 
programs are used strategically  

• Co-ops and Local Foods Systems can be used to promote community 
and economic efforts for rural communities



Community Connect Grant

Provides high-
speed internet 
service to 
residents and 
essential/critical 
facilities



Lake of Egypt Fire Department



Program: REAP
Rural Energy for
America Program 



Program:  RBDG
Rural Business 
Development 
Grant

Harvesting prawns



Home Repairs



Rusty Wanstreet, Area Director   618.993.5396 x125   rusty.Wanstreet@il.usda.gov

Kate O’Hara, CED/Public Affairs   217.403.6205   kate.ohara@il.usda.gov

QUESTIONS?

Who to Contact?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:International_Symbol_of_Access.svg
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