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Roy Kissel, Mayor of Norris City is the newest addition to the Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission Board of Directors.  Roy has been the Mayor of Norris City since 2009.  Welcome Roy!











On August 18, 2010 it was announced that Clearwave Communications, a                               southern Illinois company headquartered in Harrisburg, has been awarded $31.5 million in grant funds from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA).  Through this project, Clearwave will deploy a high-speed     fiber middle mile network across a 23-county region of southern Illinois to address  the lack of adequate broadband access for community anchor institutions.   The  State of Illinois, through the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO),    is also supporting the project by pledging over $11 million in matching funds.  Additional private funding brings this southern Illinois project total to over    $45 million.  Over the next three years Clearwave will construct an estimated 740 miles of new fiber optic cable in southern Illinois to connect over 200 community anchor institutions with speeds between 10 Mbps and 1 Gbps, including K-12 public schools and institutions of higher learning, public safety entities, libraries, and healthcare facilities. Additionally, the project includes plans to offer points of interconnection for last-mile providers in the proposed service area. 


This project is part of the Illinois Broadband Opportunities Partnership (IBOP), in which Clearwave will be interconnecting with the Illinois Century Network (ICN), which provides a gateway to Internet2 for K-12 schools, libraries and non-research higher education institutions. Additionally, the funding will provide the Counties of Southern Illinois Next Generation 9-1-1 (CSI NG911), a consortium of Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs), the network needed to facilitate the implementation of the nation's first standards-based NG 9-1-1 public safety system. 


Clearwave Communications is a facilities-based Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC) that has been providing advanced network services, primarily to businesses and community anchor institutions, and has been in business since 1995. Clearwave has locations in Harrisburg, Marion, and Carbondale. It currently serves 1,100 business customers throughout southern Illinois.  Connect SI has been working with Clearwave and the GWRPC region to bring a project like this to our area for 5 years.  Below is a map of the Clearwave Project.
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant





Grant Announcements








Connect SI now has Liaisons in all 4 regions: Bill Glenn-Greater Egypt, Ron Duncan-Southern Five, Annalese Racheter- Southeastern, and David Jordan- Greater Wabash.





Lead SI Leadership Academy – Leadership Selection Committee has started work on the 2011 Academy. Application period will start earlier this year so that we will have more time to visit area high school to encourage students to participate.  Last year we only had 33 students in the program, which can accommodate 50 individuals.  Lead SI is a program designed to engage youth leaders (High School Sophomores and Juniors) and includes a 3 day institute at SIU-Carbondale to develop leadership skills and to gain an appreciation for Southern Illinois.  Please contact me if you are interested in this.  The institute is held during the summer but the application process will begin at the beginning of 2011.





Broadband – Clearwave Communication has been award an ARRA multi-million $ grant to expand broadband connectivity in southern Illinois.  Steve is current working with Clearwave to map the area to be served with the new high speed fiber system.  





Health – Cary Minnis, Health Initiative Director for Connect SI has resigned from his position.  At this time I am not aware of his replacement to work with the SIONI and HIE projects.


Greater Wabash COI Liaison,


David Jordan
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Broadband Project to Benefit GWRPC Region















































The City of Olney received a $350,000 CDAP grant in 2008 to replace a sewer lift station.  The project is under construction.





Dundas West Liberty received a $100,000 design grant in 2009.





The City of Grayville was awarded $120,335.00 for repairs to a sewer lift station in 2010.




















GWRPC was awarded $326,204.00 for the new Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  The funds are to be used in our seven counties for Energy Efficiency Projects.  Projects have been officially announced.  The grant recipients are as follows:





City of Robinson- $13,053.00  Replace lighting at the City Hall�Richland County- $8,877.10  Replace lighting at the Courthouse�Village of Sumner- $5,490.00  Improvements to City Hall Building�White County Highway Dept.-  $17,250.00  Improvements to Building�Village of Palestine- $13,875.00  New HVAC at City Hall�Edwards County- $24,000.00  New Boiler at Courthouse�Edwards County- $17,771.25  New AC at Courthouse�Edwards County Sheriff- $5,000.00  New Flex Fuel Squad Vehicle�Lawrence County- $13,280.40  HVAC at Courthouse Annex Building�Lawrence County- $46,875.00  Replace Lighting at Courthouse�City of Olney- $15,900.00 Window Replacement at City Hall�City of Carmi- $55,960.37  Street Lighting �Palestine Schools- $58,000.00 Window Replacement�City of Albion- $2,250.00  Doors at Fire Department�Wayne County- $3,535.88  Lighting at Courthouse�Village of West Salem- $12,000.00  HVAC at Senior Citizens Building

















December 15, 2010- Safe Routes to School Projects Due Date- The Illinois Safe Routes To School (SRTS) 


Program supports projects and programs that enable and encourage walking and bicycling to and from school. 


The program applies to schools Kindergarten through 8th grade. 





January 13, 2011– CDAP Housing Rehabilitation Grants Due-Local government can apply for up to $350,000 to


 help provide safe and sanitary living conditions for low-to-moderate income residents.  Grant funds are used to 


upgrade the existing housing stock in the community.





February 17, 2011- CDAP Public Facilities Construction- Local governments can apply for up to $350,000 for 


construction of water, sewer or storm sewer projects. 





February 2011- Delta Regional Authority Grants Due- White County Only- 





March 1, 2011- Illinois DNR Bicycle Path Program-The Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program was created in 1990 to financially assist eligible units of government acquire, construct, and rehabilitate public, non-motorized bicycle paths and directly related support facilities.  These grants are for 50% of the project up to $200,000.





May 2011– CDAP Design Engineering Grants Due-Local governments can apply for up to $100,000 for design engineering activities.  Funds may be used for final design engineering plans for new or expanding water or sewer projects. (Water tower design projects are ineligible).  Income Surveys Due March 2011.





May 2011– FEMA- Assistance to Firefighters– Grant to help fire departments obtain critically needed equipment, protective gear, emergency vehicles, training and other resources needed to protect the public.





July 1, 2011- Illinois Department of Natural Resources OSLAD Grants– Open Space Land Acquisition and Development assists local government agencies in acquiring or developing public parks or open spaces.  Funding assistance up to 50% of the project costs.  Grant awards up to $750,000 for land acquisition and $400,000 for development projects. Examples of eligible projects include: picnic and playground facilities, outdoor nature facilities, sports courts and play fields, swimming pools and beaches, campgrounds and fishing piers, winter sports facilities, park roads and paths, parking and restrooms. 





Summer 2011- IDOT Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program- ITEP provides funding for community based projects that expand travel choices and enhance the transportation experience by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental aspects of our transportation infrastructure. Project sponsors may receive up to 80 percent reimbursement for eligible project costs.





September 1st, 2011– Illinois DNR Boat Access Area Development Grants Due– BAAD grants provide assistance to local governments for the acquisition, construction, and/or development of public boat and canoe access areas on Illinois lakes and rivers.  The program provides up to 100% of construction costs and 90% of approved land acquisition costs.  Grant limited to $200,000.  Examples of eligible projects include: water frontage land acquisition for public access areas, boat ramps, courtesy docks, restrooms and security lighting, parking areas, access roads, walkways, other boating facilities.





Open Grant- MARS- The grants are through the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity to rehabilitate and retrofit properties for occupancy by persons with physical impairments.  Local governments may request grant funds up to $100,000.  





Open Grant- CDAP Economic Development- Local governments can apply for up to $750,000 in grant funds for infrastructure to assist a business in locating in an area that needs infrastructure.  There is also a loan component in which businesses can apply for loan funds.





Open Grant- Economic Development Administration- grant funds available (50/50 match) that will promote comprehensive, entrepreneurial and innovation-based economic development efforts to enhance the competitiveness of regions, resulting in increased private investment and higher-skill, higher-wage jobs.





Open Grant- USDA/RD Community Facilities- Grant funds may be used to assist in the development of essential community facilities.  Grant funds can be used to construct, enlarge, or improve community facilities for health care, public safety, and community and public services.  This can include the purchase of equipment required for a facility's operation.  Matching grant not to exceed $30,000.


Open Grant- USDA/RD RBEG- Rural Business Enterprise Grant- provides grants for rural projects that finance and facilitate development of small and emerging rural businesses help fund business incubators, and help fund employment related adult education programs.   There is no required maximum level of grant funding. However, smaller projects are given higher priority. Generally grants range $10,000 up to $500,000


Open Grant- FEMA/IEMA- Hazard Mitigation Grant Program- The Illinois Emergency Management Agency administers the HMGP and makes grants available to state and local governments as well as eligible private, non-profit organizations to implement cost-effective and long-term mitigation measures following a major disaster declaration.   75% federal grant funding.  Only eligible for Counties in the NFIP with a PreDisaster Mitigation Plan.


TBA- 	COPS Hiring Program


	COPS Secure Our Schools


	JAG (Justice Assistance Grants)


	DNR Volunteer Fire Assistance Grants















































Important Grant Due Dates to Remember











Visit us on the Web


WWW.GWRPC.COM




















The City of Fairfield has a $350,000 grant for water line replacement.  This project is under construction.





The Village of Sumner received a $350,000 grant in 2009 for a new water tower and interconnection with South Lawrence Water.















































CDAP Public Facility Grant Update


By: David Jordan, Grant Coordinator

















Connect SI Corner


� HYPERLINK "http://www.connectsi.us.com/" �www.connectsi.us.com/�























Welcome New Board Member!






































$120,335- City of Grayville CDAP Public Facility Grant to replace a sewer lift station.





$15,897- FEMA Assistance to Firefighters- Bone Gap for fire equipment.





$822,880- IDOT Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program- Village of Palestine for streetscape beautification.
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About Our Newsletter





Important Upcoming Dates





GWRPC Revolving Loan Fund
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The GWRPC Revolving Loan Fund can provide low interest loans up to $100,000 to small businesses in the 7 county region.  Uses of loan funds can be for real property, improvements, equipment, and working capital.  


GWRPC funded projects must create or retain one permanent private sector job for every $7500 of RLF funds.  Any business located within the seven county region is eligible with priority going to the industrial sector.  You may download an application on our web-site at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gwprc.com/services/rlf.html" �http://www.gwprc.com/services/rlf.html�








Thursday, December 2, 2010- 6:00 p.m.- GWRPC Personnel Committee Meeting- GWRPC, Albion.





Thursday, December 2, 2010- 7:00 p.m.- Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission Board of Directors Meeting- Albion, IL











The Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission Newsletter is a publication of GWRPC.  This newsletter covers special events and information about GWRPC and the Illinois Counties of Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, Wayne and White.  If you have any questions and/or comments about any article in this newsletter, please contact us at:


GWRPC Attn: Sarah Mann


P.O. Box 209 Albion, Il 62806


Email: sarahmann@gwrpc.com
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Call or 


E-mail GWRPC 


 if  your community wishes to apply for these grants.











