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Illinois Department of Transportation announced a new Safe Routes to School application cycle using FY 2010 and estimated FY 2011 funding.   The Illinois Safe Routes To School (SRTS) Program supports projects and programs that enable and encourage walking and bicycling to and from school. The program applies to schools serving grades Kindergarten through 8th grade.   





The funding guidelines are: One infrastructure and one non-infrastructure application permitted per school district.   One Infrastructure Application per school district - $250,000 funding limit for total application, with up to a 3 project maximum.   All infrastructure projects must be within 2 miles of a public or private that houses any combination of students in grades K-8. 





One Non-infrastructure Application per school district - $100,000 funding limit for total application, with up to a 3 project maximum.  School district, municipality, county, township, or park district or non-profit may sponsor the application.





A school travel plan is necessary to apply and the school travel plans must be submitted by November 12th, 2010.    Please call David Jordan at GWRPC if you are interested in this grant.











The Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) Program is a state-financed grant program that provides funding assistance to local government agencies for acquisition and/or development of land for public parks and open space.  Funding assistance up to 50% of approved project costs can be obtained. Grant awards up to $750,000 are available for acquisition projects, while development/renovation projects are limited to a $400,000 grant maximum.  Written applications must be submitted to IDNR by July 1 of each calendar year, with grant awards typically announced by December or January. 


Examples of eligible projects include: 


�Acquisition of land for new park sites or park expansion, water frontage, nature study, and natural resource preservation. 


�Development/Renovation of: picnic and playground facilities; outdoor nature interpretive facilities; sports courts and play fields; swimming pools, beaches and bathhouses; campgrounds and fishing piers; winter sports facilities; park roads and paths, parking, utilities and restrooms; and architectural/engineering (A/E) services necessary for proper design and construction of approved project components.


If you would like to apply for a 2010 OSLAD grant, please call Sarah at GWRPC as soon as possible to get the application process started.











2010 FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grants
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Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant





USDA published a notice on April 26, 2010 in the Federal Register announcing it is accepting applications for fiscal year (FY) 2010 to purchase renewable energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements for agriculture producers and rural small businesses in eligible rural areas. Funding will be available in the form of grants, guaranteed loans, and combined guaranteed loans and grant applications.  





This grant/loan combination can assist agricultural producers or rural small businesses with replacing their energy source (such as geothermal or solar).


 


The deadline for submitting applications is June 30, 2010.  


Information can be found at:


� HYPERLINK "http://farmenergy.org/tools/tools-and-templates" �http://farmenergy.org/tools/tools-and-templates�











Health Information Exchange of Southern Illinois: Plans for the implementation of a regional information exchange in southern Illinois are well under way.  The work of the recently established Health Information Exchange of Southern Illinois (HIESI) will support health-care providers in the 31 southernmost counties of Illinois to utilize full-functioning Electronic Health Records (HER) in order to reach the federal requirement for meaningful use of EHRs.  The Health Information Exchange of Southern Illinois (HIESI) recently hosted nine events for Physicians in southern Illinois. During the meetings representatives of HEISI presented: timelines for available ARRA incentives/penalties, the criteria for achieving “Meaningful Use”, and considerations for selecting and implementing EHR technology.  If you would like to learn more about this collaborative initiative coordinated by Connect SI, please visit http:connects.us.com/hei.php.





LEAD SI 2010-11 Institute Update: On March 24 the LEAD SI steering committee reviewed 45 applications for the 2010-11 LEAD SI Institute. There were 33 students selected from this year’s application pool.  I am very sorry to say that we did not have any applications from schools within the Greater Wabash Region.





Connect SI Foundation: There is a new leadership team now in charge of Connect SI. The new Connect SI Foundation (CSIF) Board will consist of former members of the Leadership Advisory Committee as well as many new faces. GWRPC’s Executive Director Sarah Mann is a new member of the CSIF Board.    





Greater Wabash COI Liaison,


David Jordan
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 Have you heard about the MARS (Mobility and Accessibility Rehabilitation) Grant?  The grants are through the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and provide safe and accessible housing conditions for low-to-moderate income residents of owner occupied and rental units in their communities, local governments may request grant funds up to $100,000.  These grant funds are used to rehabilitate and retrofit properties for occupancy by persons with physical impairments.  If you have any questions concerning this grant or which to apply, please contact GWRPC.





















































The City of Olney received a $350,000 CDAP grant in 2008 to replace a sewer lift station.  The project is under construction.





Dundas West Liberty received a $100,000 design grant in 2009.














MARS Grants








Greater Wabash RPC is now taking applications for the new Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program.  This program was funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  The Greater Wabash Region was awarded $326,204.00 to be used in our seven counties for Energy Efficiency Projects.  The eligible grant activities are listed on pages 5-7 of the application.   Grants can be for any government owned building or special districts (school districts, fire districts, etc.)





If you are an Ameren customer, some of the activities are eligible for up to 100% funding through the State of Illinois EEPS program (EEPS could provide the match for your project).  These activities include: efficient lighting, HVAC, or traffic signals/street lights.  If you apply for any other activity, local match of 25% will be required.  If you are not serviced by Ameren (municipality owned electric or rural electric coop) then any of the eligible activities would require a 25% match.  





Since GWRPC is the grantee for the funds, we will not be able to help you fill out the application.  We can however answer any questions that you might have when filling it out.  We also have a question and answer section on our website for frequently asked questions.





There will be a grant maximum of $100,000.  Please keep this maximum in mind when filling out the application.  Any applications requesting grant funds exceeding the $100,000 maximum will be returned.  These applications are due to GWRPC by June 11, 2010.  The applications will be ranked and scored by a local review team and all of the $326,204.00 will be used within our seven counties.  If you will be applying, please contact the office to let us know so that we can go over the application with you and explain the process.  








The application can be found on our website at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.gwrpc.com/services/eecbg2010.html" �http://www.gwrpc.com/services/eecbg2010.html�




















May 2010– CDAP Design Engineering Grants Due-Local governments can apply for up to $100,000 for design engineering activities.  Funds may be used for final design engineering plans for new or expanding water or sewer projects. (Water tower design projects are ineligible).  Income Surveys Due March 25, 2010.





May 28, 2010– FEMA- Assistance to Firefighters– Grant to help fire departments obtain critically needed equipment, protective gear, emergency vehicles, training and other resources needed to protect the public.





July 1, 2010- Illinois Department of Natural Resources OSLAD Grants Due


OSLAD– Open Space Land Acquisition and Development assists local government agencies in acquiring or developing public parks or open spaces.  Funding assistance up to 50% of the project costs.  Grant awards up to $750,000 for land acquisition and $400,000 for development projects. Examples of eligible projects include: picnic and playground facilities, outdoor nature facilities, sports courts and play fields, swimming pools and beaches, campgrounds and fishing piers, winter sports facilities, park roads and paths, parking and restrooms. 





September 1st, 2010– Illinois DNR Boat Access Area Development Grants Due– BAAD grants provide assistance to local government agencies for the acquisition, construction, and/or development of public boat and canoe access areas on Illinois lakes and rivers.  The program provides up to 100% of construction costs and 90% of approved land acquisition costs.  Grant awards are limited to $200,000 annual maximum per project.  Examples of eligible projects include: water frontage land acquisition for public access areas, boat ramps, courtesy docks, restrooms and security lighting, parking areas, access roads, walkways, other boating facilities.





December 15, 2010- Safe Routes to School Projects Due Date- The Illinois Safe Routes To School (SRTS) Program supports projects and programs that enable and encourage walking and bicycling to and from school. The program applies to schools Kindergarten through 8th grade. 





January 2011– CDAP Housing Rehabilitation Grants Due-Local government can apply for up to $350,000 to help provide safe and sanitary living conditions for low-to-moderate income residents.  Grant funds are used to upgrade the existing housing stock in the community.





February 2011- CDAP Public Facilities Construction- Local governments can apply for up to $350,000 for construction of water, sewer or storm sewer projects. 





February 2011- Delta Regional Authority Grants Due- White County Only- 





March 1, 2011- Illinois DNR Bicycle Path Program-The Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program was created in 1990 to financially assist eligible units of government acquire, construct, and rehabilitate public, non-motorized bicycle paths and directly related support facilities.  These grants are for 50% of the project up to $200,000.





























 If you would like to apply for the 2010 FEMA AFG Grants, please contact Kara immediately to get started.  The grants are due May 28th, 2010.





The Assistance to Firefighter Grants help fire departments obtain critically needed equipment, protective gear, emergency vehicles, training and other resources needed to protect the public.


For more information, visit the website at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/" �http://www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/�





























Important Links








Important Grant Due Dates to Remember











Visit us on the Web





WWW.GWRPC.COM











Southeast Illinois Convention and Visitors Bureau


� HYPERLINK "http://www.southeastillinois.com" �http://www.southeastillinois.com�





Illinois Association of Regional Councils


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilarconline.org/" �http://www.ilarconline.org/�














The City of Fairfield has a $350,000 grant for water line replacement.  This project is under construction.





The Village of Sumner received a $350,000 grant in 2009 for a new water tower and interconnection with South Lawrence Water.





The Jasper Water Works Corporation/Wayne County was awarded a $350,000 grant for a waterline extension project for the Elm River Township.  The project is nearing completion.


 


The Village of Cisne received a $15,000 planning grant.  


















































CDAP Public Facility Grant Update


By: David Jordan, Grant Coordinator

















Connect SI Corner


� HYPERLINK "http://www.connectsi.us.com/" �www.connectsi.us.com/�
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GWRPC Revolving Loan Fund
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The GWRPC Revolving Loan Fund can provide low interest loans up to $100,000 to small businesses in the 7 county region.  Uses of loan funds can be for real property, improvements, equipment, and working capital.  


GWRPC funded projects must create or retain one permanent private sector job for every $7500 of RLF funds.  Any business located within the seven county region is eligible with priority going to the industrial sector.  You may download an application on our web-site at 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gwprc.com/services/rlf.html" �http://www.gwprc.com/services/rlf.html�








Thursday, June 24th, 7:00 p.m.- Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission Board of Directors Meeting- Albion, IL











The Greater Wabash Regional Planning Commission Newsletter is a publication of GWRPC.  This newsletter covers special events and information about GWRPC and the Illinois Counties of Crawford, Edwards, Lawrence, Richland, Wabash, Wayne and White.  If you have any questions and/or comments about any article in this newsletter, please contact us at:


GWRPC Attn: Sarah Mann


P.O. Box 209 Albion, Il 62806


Email: gwrpc7@hotmail.com
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Call or 


E-mail GWRPC 


 if  your community wishes to apply for these grants.











